
ST. MARY'S C OF E PRIMARY
SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It was wonderful to welcome the children back to St. Mary’s after the long Easter break. The children
returned to school with their usual vim and vigor. The Summer term is always full of excitement,
including trips and special events, and this year will be no exception. 

School council began the term with an exciting trip to the Waltham Forest Town Hall. During the trip,
the children had the chance to listen to the mayor and learn all about the work that takes place for
Waltham Forest. The children thoroughly enjoyed the trip and you can see some photographs later in
the newsletter. 

Our unique Young Transformers programme continues to motivate and inspire our children to
transform themselves, others and their community This week, more Young Transformers awards were
presented to children in the Star of the Week assembly. Awards were given to children who have done
something amazing: from donating clothes and toys, to arranging a karaoke party to raise money for a
charity; from building confidence through attending a football club, to helping everyone through litter
picking - the list of achievements was truly impressive. Well done to all of the children who received
an award. We look forward to receiving more applications in the months to come. 

Further to my recent letters about bags, I wanted to offer my sincere thanks for your cooperation in
making the cloakrooms at St. Mary’s a safer place for our children. Your support in this matter has
made a huge difference. Thank you. 

As you will know, one of the things that makes our offer so special is the huge range of before school
and after school interventions and clubs we run. As we start this new term, I wanted to write to you all
to clarify arrangements for the term ahead. Before and after school interventions, will run during the
summer term until Friday 12th July. Tea Time Club will run until the penultimate day of the summer
term: Thursday 25th July. Breakfast club will run until the last day of term: Friday 26th July. If your
child attends a private club - Boxing or Beartuza - you will be contacted by Beartuza or Cameron
directly about arrangements for the summer term. Overleaf you will find a table containing the
information above. 

Finally, I would like to end this edition of the newsletter with Psalm 96:1-3
“Sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Sing to the Lord, bless his name;
proclaim his salvation day after day.
Tell his glory among the nations;
among all peoples, his marvelous deeds.” — Psalm 96:1-3

Kind Regards 
Mr Pitchford
Headteacher



Interventions
before school

Interventions
after
school

School
Clubs *

Private Clubs -
Boxing and
Beartuza

Teatime 
Club

Breakfast Club

Final week of
Summer 1

WB 20th May On as normal On as normal
On as
normal

Refer to
communication
from providers.

On as normal On as normal

Half-Term WB 27th May

First week of
Summer 2

WB 3rd June On as normal On as normal
On as
normal

Refer to
communication
from providers.

On as normal On as normal

Penultimate
week of
Summer term

WB 15th July
No before
school
interventions

No after
school
interventions

No clubs 
Refer to
communication
from providers.

On as normal On as normal

Final week of
Summer term

WB 22nd
July

No before
school
interventions

No after
school
interventions

No clubs 
Refer to
communication
from providers.

Last day is the
Thursday 25th
July

On as normal

*Homework, Football, Gymnastics, Arts and Crafts, Coding and Scratch, Dancing, Construction, Coding and Scratch



Our whole school attendance for Week 1 was 96.82%.
Our whole school attendance for Week 2 was 96.91%.

 Well done St Mary's! 
Our whole school attendance for this academic year is: 96.21 %

Gentle Reminder:
If your child is going to be absent due to illness, please leave a

message for the office team on the school absence line by calling     
020 8521 1066 and dialling 1. 

Please ensure this message includes the reason your child is off sick -
i.e. sore throat, temperature or stomach bug.

If you need to collect your child for a medical appointment during the
day or they are late to school due to a medical appointment, you will
need to provide the school office with an appointment letter/record.

Our Celebration Assembly takes places every Friday at 10am. All
parents are welcome to join. For Attlee House, please enter via the main
office on Brooke Road and for Morris & Wilson House, please enter via

Chestnut Avenue South.

Attendance



We would like to remind parents and carers that St Mary's
is a Healthy School. Children should not bring chocolate
bars, crisps or fizzy drinks as morning snacks, if your child
does bring these in, they will be replaced with a piece of
fruit and sent home with them at the end of the school day.
Please ensure that should you like to provide your child
with a snack that it is a healthy option. Nut free cereal bars,
yoghurt bars or fruit bars are recommended. 

All children are encouraged to drink water regularly –
please ensure that your child is bringing in their own water
bottles, these can be refilled during the school day.

We are proud to be a nut free school! 

Healthy Snacks

p



Collective Worship 

This week in collective worship, we celebrated St George’s
day. We spoke about how he became a legendary figure in

English history due to his courage and bravery - however he
never actually set foot in England. The country adopted him as

its patron saint, with April 23 being chosen as the date of
celebration. In the Bible, we referred to Psalm 31:24 ~ Be

strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for
the Lord! 

We discussed how we have been brave and shown courage.
We spoke about how our courageous advocacy projects and
young transformers help us to have courage and complete

new tasks that we might be fearful of.

How could you show courage this week?





As part of our Young Transformers vision, we want our
pupils to be confident, independent learners with enquiring

minds and a life-long love of learning which happens in
school and out.  

We welcome children to bring in certificates that have been
achieved outside of school. For example, achieving a piano
grade, a swimming stage certificate or drama distinction.

These will be celebrated during one of our weekly
assemblies.

St Mary’s Young Transformers 



St Mary’s Young Transformers 



St Mary’s Courageous Advocacy







I  AM THE VINE AND YOU
ARE THE BRANCHES. IF

YOU REMAIN WITH ME AND
I WITH YOU, THEN YOU

WILL BEAR MUCH FRUIT.
LOVE ONE ANOTHER AS I

HAVE LOVED YOU.     
(JOHN 15).

St. Mary's 
 Christian Vision



ST MARY’S TERM DATES 2023-24
 Autumn Term 2023 
First Half (33 Days) 

INSET –Wednesday 6th, Thursday 7th &  Friday 8th September 2023
Start – Monday 11th September 2023

End – Friday 20th October 2023
Half Term: Monday 23rd October 2023- Friday 27th October 2023

Second Half (38 Days) 
Start – Monday 30th October 2023 

End – Wednesday 20th December 2023 
Holidays: Thursday 21st December 2023 to Friday 5th January 2024

Spring Term 2024 
First Half (25 Days)

INSET – Monday 8th January 2024
Start – Tuesday 9th January 2024

End - Friday 9th February 2024
Half Term: Monday 12th February 2024 – Friday 16th February 2024

Second Half (29 Days)
Start - Monday 19th February 2024
End – Thursday 28th March 2024

Holidays: Friday 29th March to Friday 12th April 2024

Summer Term 2024
First Half (29 Days)

Start – Monday 15th April 2024
End - Friday 24th May 2024

Half Term: Monday 27th May 2024 - Friday 31st May 2024
Holidays May Day Bank Holiday: Monday 6th May 2024 

Spring Bank Holiday: Monday 27th May 2024 (during Half Term)
Second Half (40 Days) 

Start - Monday 3rd June 2024
End – Friday 26th July 2024


